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Agenda Item    

AGENDA STAFF REPORT 
 

 ASR Control  22-001195 
 

MEETING DATE: 01/10/23 

LEGAL ENTITY TAKING ACTION: Board of Supervisors 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS DISTRICT(S): 5 

SUBMITTING AGENCY/DEPARTMENT: John Wayne Airport   (Approved) 

DEPARTMENT CONTACT PERSON(S): Charlene V. Reynolds (949) 252-5183    

 Kim Kitko (949) 252-5291  

 

SUBJECT:  Approve Airline Lease with Breeze Aviation Group, Inc. 
 

 CEO CONCUR COUNTY COUNSEL REVIEW CLERK OF THE BOARD 

 Concur Approved Agreement to Form Discussion 

  4/5 Vote 

   

 Budgeted: Yes Current Year Cost:  N/A Annual Cost:  N/A 

   

 Staffing Impact:  No # of Positions:   Sole Source:  No 

 Current Fiscal Year Revenue: See Financial Impact Section 

  Funding Source:  Fund 280: 100% County Audit in last 3 years: No 

  
 

 Prior Board Action:  11/8/2022 #2  
 

RECOMMENDED ACTION(S): 
 

 

1. Approve and execute the Certificated Passenger Airline Lease with Breeze Aviation Group, Inc. for 

a term effective February 16, 2023, through December 31, 2025. 

 

2. Authorize the Airport Director or designee to allocate three County-Controlled Class A Average 

Daily Departures and seat capacity, effective February 16, 2023, through December 31, 2025, 

consistent with the terms of the Phase 2 Commercial Airline Access Plan and Regulation. 

 

3. Authorize the Airport Director or designee to approve early possession for construction and 

installation of improvements prior to lease commencement, provided all insurance and deposits have 

been received. 

 

4. Authorize the Airport Director or designee to make minor modifications and amendments to the 

lease that do not materially alter the terms or financial obligations to the County and perform all 

activities specified under the terms of the lease.     

 
 

 
 

SUMMARY: 
 

Approval of the Certificated Passenger Airline Lease between the County of Orange and Breeze Aviation 

Group, Inc. and approval of the allocation of operating capacity will allow Breeze Aviation Group, Inc., a 
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new carrier from the commercial air carrier new entrant waiting list, to initiate operations at John Wayne 

Airport. 

 

 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
 

John Wayne Airport (JWA) seeks Board of Supervisors (Board) approval of the Certificated Passenger 

Airline Lease (Lease) with Breeze Aviation Group, Inc. (Breeze Airways) for a term effective February 

16, 2023, through December 31, 2025.  

 

On November 8, 2022, the Board approved the Air Carrier allocations for the 2023 Plan Year (January 1, 

2023, through December 31, 2023) consistent with the Phase 2 Access Commercial Airline Plan (Plan). In 

accordance with these allocations and the provisions of the Plan, JWA requests authorization to allocate 

three County-Controlled Class A Average Daily Departures (ADDs) to Breeze Airways, a new entrant Air 

Carrier currently on the commercial air carrier new entrant waiting list. Breeze Airways will be utilizing 

the Airbus A220-300 series aircraft with a 126-seat configuration at JWA. Breeze Airways announced 

that with their allocated three Class ADDs, they will initiate operations and provide service to air 

passengers through and in Terminal A to Provo, UT, and Orlando, FL, in February 2023. In late March 

2023, Breeze Airways will begin service to Cincinnati and Columbus, OH, Pittsburgh, PA, and 

Providence, RI.  

 

Community Impact Assessment 

No adverse impact to the community from noise and emissions is foreseen from the proposed approval of 

the Lease with Breeze Airways. The Airbus A220-300 aircraft, which is currently also being operated by 

other airlines at JWA, is known for its reduction in noise and emissions exposure. 

 

Compliance with CEQA: This project is a necessarily included element of the project considered in 

Final Environmental Impact Report (EIR) No. 617, certified by the Board of Supervisors on September 

30, 2014, for the JWA Settlement Agreement Amendment, which adequately addressed the effects of the 

project. No substantial changes have been made in the project, no substantial changes have occurred in the 

circumstances under which the project is being undertaken, and no new information of substantial 

importance to the project which was not known or could not have been known, when the Final EIR No. 

617 was certified; therefore, no further environmental review is required. 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL IMPACT: 
 

The estimated revenue to JWA for Breeze's Lease term of February 16, 2023, through December 31, 

2025, will be approximately $4,333,784, based on current airline rates and charges and capacity 

allocation. Revenue for this Lease is included in the FY 2022-23 Budget for Airport Operating Fund 280 

and will be included in the budgeting process for future years. Estimated revenues for the duration of the 

lease using current rates are as follows: 

 

FY Amount 

2022-23 $565,276  

2023-24 $1,507,403  

2024-25 $1,507,403  

2025-26 $753,702  

Total $4,333,784  
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The Lease contains language allowing the County to terminate for convenience for any reason and 

without cause upon 90 days' written notice.  

 

 

 

 

STAFFING IMPACT: 
 

N/A 

 

ATTACHMENT(S): 
 

Attachment A - Certificated Passenger Airline Lease with Breeze Aviation Group, Inc.  (PM 1121-0300-

0095) 
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